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The Times to Queen Victoria
A profound sensation vcas caused throughout England by the appearance
of the following leading article in The Times on December IS, 1864.
•\testeeday was the third anniversary of the death of the late
1 Prince Consort, and it was marked by a touching ceremonial.
Her Majesty and the younger members of the Royal Family visited
the beautiful mausoleum which has been erected over the prince's
remains and paid a fresh tribute of affection to his memory. It
seems but the other day that the Queen and the nation suffered this
great bereavement, but in the meantime how many changes have
taken place !
In the queen's own family the Prince of Wales has passed from
youth into manhood, and now there is an heir to the throne in the
second generation. One more daughter has left her royal mother's
house for a foreign home.
In the affairs of the world there has been constant movement, wars
and revolutions, immense social and commercial activity, bringing
ever new duties to all classes* and particularly to those who stand
highest and are nearest to the throne. Yet the lapse of time has not
yet brought a due alleviation of sorrow to the chief sufferer.
Oppressed by a great grief. Her Majesty has retired from the
world, and devoted her life to recollections of the past. Never has a
husband been more justly mourned than the eminent man who was so
suddenly snatched away three years since ; but in all bereavements
there is a time when the days of mourning should be looked upon as
past. The living have their claims as well as the dead; and what
claims can be more imperative than those of a great nation and the
society of one of the first European capitals ? We might also speak
of Her Majesty's own youthful family, whose introduction into the
social life which belongs to their station depends on the resumption
by the Court of its ordinary habits. But we will confine ourselves to
the public functions which the occupant of the Throne may be
expected to fulfil, and ask» in all duty and loyalty, whether the time
has not now come when they should once more be performed in person.
The Queen's most loyal subjects are precisely those who think It is
not a matter of indifference whether the sovereign should be seen and
take part in public matters and in social intercourse. No reigning
house can afford to confirm in their views those who suggest that the
throne is only an antiquarian, relic and rojTalty itself a ceremony s who
think that the less that is seen or heard of a Court the better.
The great mass of the nation are, happily for the interests of
royalty, not of this opinion. They desire that the highest personage
in the realm* the hereditary chief magistrates should even in political
affairs use an individual judgment and a discretion apart from the
counsels of any set of politicians. The balance of the Constitution
depends, in fact, on the sovereign being able on certain occasions to

